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The President’s ‘‘stay the course’’ 

plan also is not working for the Iraqis. 
Insurgent violence is on the upswing, 
and our efforts to help rebuild Iraq are 
at a standstill. Electricity output has 
been pretty much flat-lined in the last 
couple of years, and we haven’t been 
able to finish building the schools and 
hospitals they want and need and that 
we would like to help them build. 

‘‘Stay the course,’’ I say to my 
friends, is not working. This amend-
ment is about a new direction in Iraq. 
It is about accountability. It is about 
being tough. It is about being smart. It 
is about changing the course, not stay-
ing the course. It is about laying out a 
plan for victory in Iraq. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
amendment and the advice I heard not 
6 months ago that it is time for Amer-
ica to move toward the door—not to 
leave, not to leave precipitously but to 
move toward the door and to allow the 
Iraqi people themselves to carry more 
of the burden in an effort to relieve 
from us some of that burden, an effort 
to make sure they have, in the end, a 
democracy and a country of their own 
to govern. 

I yield back my time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who 

yields time? 
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I yield 

5 minutes to the Senator from South 
Dakota. 

Mr. President, I advise colleagues on 
my side, there is one Republican wait-
ing, and others who have indicated a 
desire to speak. I urge them to come to 
the floor because I have under my con-
trol roughly 20 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
COBURN). The Senator from South Da-
kota is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, we face a 
difficult choice in Iraq and the war on 
terror at large. Iraqis are desperately 
trying to form a fragile government in 
the face of overwhelming odds. They 
are, as John Dickinson once said of 
American independence, ‘‘braving the 
storm in a skiff made of paper.’’ 

Despite that, the odds they face, look 
at the progress that has been made just 
of late. Prime Minister Maliki just 
completed the formation of a new Iraqi 
Government, including filling three na-
tional security positions. In the past 
few weeks, U.S. forces have taken out 
terrorist leader al-Zarqawi, the head of 
the snake, and many of his henchmen. 
This was a huge blow to al-Qaida and a 
major victory in the war on terror. 

Iraqi security forces are growing in 
number every day. Only a year and a 
half ago, Iraqi security forces had just 
begun to form. Today there are 264,400 
trained and equipped Iraqi security 
forces, more than double the number of 
U.S. troops in the region. 

At the beginning of this year, the 
Iraqi forces had 10 brigades and 43 bat-
talions. They controlled areas of re-
sponsibility. Only a few months later 
and those numbers have nearly doubled 
to 18 brigades and 71 battalions. 

Large- and small-scale water treat-
ment facilities have been rehabilitated 

or constructed for an estimated 3 mil-
lion people at a standard level of serv-
ice, with plans underway to deliver 
clean, safe drinking water to 5 million 
more. 

May oil production was over 2.1 mil-
lion barrels of oil per day, and the 
Treasury Department, from the United 
States, is sending additional profes-
sionals to Iraq to provide technical 
support for the creation of a public fi-
nance system that is accountable and 
transparent. And our State Depart-
ment is coordinating a broad effort to 
support an economic policy framework 
that enhances investment, job cre-
ation, and growth. 

As Americans, we know, as Thomas 
Jefferson once said, ‘‘the price of free-
dom is eternal vigilance.’’ In America, 
we like things to happen in a 24-hour 
news cycle, but it doesn’t always hap-
pen that way. If we look throughout 
the pages of history, we have countless 
examples of those who have come be-
fore who have understood the stakes 
and the risks that were at work in the 
conflicts they faced. A great figure 
from history of the last century, Win-
ston Churchill, said wars are not won 
by evacuations. Churchill and those of 
his generation knew they were in a 
pitched battle for future generations, a 
titanic struggle between good and evil. 

A more recent example is, as I was 
growing up in the State of South Da-
kota and going through what at that 
time we knew was the Cold War, I re-
member a great leader at the end of the 
last century, Ronald Reagan, when 
asked his strategy for winning the Cold 
War, who said: It is very simple, Mr. 
President, we win; they lose. 

I believe that is the same strategy 
and same objective we need to apply to 
the war on terror because the evil we 
face today—it has a different name—is 
equally deadly. Failure to confront and 
prevail in this war on terror and we 
will be creating huge problems for the 
next generations of Americans. 

When we hear this debate on the 
floor of the Senate and, I believe people 
have sincere motivations—I don’t 
doubt the motivations of anyone who 
comes to the floor to debate this issue, 
and I think it is appropriate to have 
this debate, but this is not and should 
not ever be about partisanship. It is 
not about politics. It is about the fu-
ture and the security of future genera-
tions of Americans. 

We have heard lots of people come 
here and say, Well, staying the course 
is not a strategy, it is not a solution. 
Yet at the same time, we know full 
well that as we look at the threat that 
we face from the war on terror, failure 
is not an option either. We cannot af-
ford a strategy that includes running 
away from our responsibility not only 
to the people of Iraq but to the people 
of this country who are counting on us 
to protect them and to provide security 
and safety for generations of Ameri-
cans to come. 

I think some simple questions we 
have to ask are these: Is Iraq a front-

line in the war on terror? I believe it is. 
We have demonstrated that in the last 
few weeks as we have eliminated many 
of the leading terrorist figures. We 
have to ask the question: Are the peo-
ple we are fighting in Iraq terrorists 
who want the kill Americans? The an-
swer clearly is yes. We also have to ask 
the question: If we don’t have them 
pinned down there, will they not be 
planning and launching attacks 
against the United States? I believe the 
answer to that question also is yes. 

The good men and women of the 
United States military are doing good 
work in Iraq. They are doing the job 
that we asked them to do. We need to 
make sure they understand we are 
there to win. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has consumed 5 minutes. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I would 
ask simply that as we vote on this 
amendment and the one that will fol-
low, that we vote them down and give 
our generals and our troops the ability 
to complete the work that we have 
asked them to do, and that is to win, to 
prevail, and to make this country safer 
for future generations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I yield 8 
minutes to the Senator from New Jer-
sey. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey is recognized for 
8 minutes. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, and 
then following the Senator from New 
Jersey, the Senator from Kansas, Mr. 
ROBERTS, will be recognized, and then 
following Senator ROBERTS, the Sen-
ator from Missouri, Mr. BOND. 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, 
may I claim my full 8 minutes? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Senatorcan claim his full 8 minutes. 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
rise to speak in support of the resolu-
tion put forward by the senior Senator 
from Michigan. I appreciate the fact 
that he has framed the debate on the 
war in Iraq both for the Senate and for 
the American people. 

Last week the American death toll in 
Iraq passed 2,500. It is a tragic mile-
stone and the American people are not 
happy about it, because our President 
has yet to articulate exactly what we 
are trying to accomplish in Iraq. 

I maintain a gallery of pictures of 
U.S. servicepeople who have died in 
Iraq and Afghanistan outside the front 
door of my office. It reminds me and all 
who visit my office about the loss of 
young lives and the terrible cost of this 
war. 

As a war veteran, I know what these 
troops and their families are going 
through. I heard the Bush administra-
tion say that some Iraqis are worried 
about us leaving. But I say this: The 
American people are worried about us 
staying. 

What more can we do for the Iraqi 
people? We have spent over $300 billion 
of U.S. taxpayer funds there. We have 
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